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Nau mai, haere mai ki te pānui
O Ngāhuru.  Tēnā koutou katoa.

Kaitiakitanga  
Annual Beach Clean-up
The Kono marine team participated 
in the industry “Big Beach Clean-Up" 
late last year. The purpose was to get 
all companies involved in the marine environment to clean up the beaches in the Sounds 
before the Christmas holidays. The day was a great success and the teams extracted plenty 
of rubbish, with the general consensus being the volume was down on previous years.  

Rongoä planting at Awamate
There were over 900 plants planted over 10 days, with 
100 to be planted by another school soon. This is a 
good example of Marae, local community and Kono 
Horticulture working together to produce an outcome 
that will be valued in the future.  We supported 
this initiative by way of supplying the plants. Once 
established, these plants will make a great resource for 
the community to use as most are medicinal.

Recycle sprayer 
The vineyard recycle sprayer allows for spray that doesn’t stick to the foliage to be recycled 
into the tank and reused.  At the start of the season (when there are fewer leaves) 80-
90% of spray is captured and recycled, but that figure reduces as more foliage appears.  
Traditionally these chemicals would be lost as drift, but the recycle sprayer allows us to 
miminise chemical use, and thereby take better care of papatüänuku and staff.  Another 
bonus is that we experience chemical savings of 30 - 40% across the season, compared 
with standard spraying expenditure.

Horticulture
Blessing – apple harvest 
More than 150 people gathered on our lands at 
dawn in a ceremony to signify the start of the apple 
harvest. People from Tonga, Samoa and Vanuatu 
represented the colourful gathering of cultures and 
nationalities that converge on Motueka at this time 
of the year.  Waiata and karakia from across the 
Pacific merged with the voices of Ngäti Rärua and Te 
Ätiawa as we observed our ancient rituals at the Rongo placed in our orchards. 

Course for RSE Workers 
Kono Horticulture is proud to have been 
part of a successful trial, supported by 
MFAT, to pilot a small ( SME) business 
planning course for RSE workers in 
New Zealand. The new course has been 
named ‘Awhi’, with the connotation of 
support and encouragement. 
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Proprietors of Wakatū & 
Ors v Attorney-General 

The decision of the Court of Appeal 
in Proprietors of Wakatü and Others 
v Attorney-General was released in 
December 2014. 

We were successful on the question 
of standing and representation as the 
Court decided that Rore Stafford was 
entitled to bring the case to the courts 
on behalf of the original owners of 
the Tenths Reserves.  We were also 
successful as the Court rejected the 
Crown’s argument that we could no 
longer bring a case against the Crown 
because Treaty settlement legislation 
has been enacted. 

The Court of Appeal rejected our 
argument relating to the Crown’s 
breach of trust and legal obligations 
with respect to the Tenths Reserves 
land.  The Court decided that the 
Crown owed moral but not legal duties 
to the original owners with respect to 
their land.

For this reason, the Court held that the 
owners were not able to sue the Crown 
for breach of trust law.  The decision 
has been appealed to the Supreme 
Court of New Zealand.  The argument 
in the Supreme Court will focus on the 
question of whether the Crown owes 
legal duties to Mäori land owners to 
protect their property rights.  We will 
also argue that Wakatü, as the legal 
trustee of the Tenths estate, has the 
right to take a case against the Crown 
to protect the estate.  We are seeking 
the return of all land in Nelson that 
was or should have been included in 
the original Tenths Reserves estate.  
We expect to be heard in the Supreme 
Court in Wellington later this year. 



Director Profiles
Miriana Stephens (Wakatü Board,  
Wähanga Board, Wawata Board, Audit and Risk 
Committee Member, Freshco Growers Board, 
Freshco Nelson Board)  

We thought it was timely to profile Miriana, 
as she is a great role model for our rangatahi.  
Miriana was born and raised in Motueka by 
her grandparents, Warren and Joyce Stephens. 
She has been a Wakatü Scholarship recipient, 
Associate Director and then progressed to 
joined the Board of Wakatü in 2009. 

She is a mother of 4 children (who happen 
to know much more than their parents!), and 
is an owner of Aotahi Ltd which provides 
the largest entrepreneurship and money 
management programmes in Aotearoa. 

Last year Wakatü sponsored Miriana to travel to the USA with Mäori entrepreneurs, Iwi 
groups and CRIs to focus on innovation in food and beverage businesses. The purpose of 
that trip was to build capacity so that our people can contribute directly to the growth of 
Wakatü. Miriana has returned inspired to implement our collective goal of being at the 
forefront of Mäori business, known as the leaders in innovation! 

Miriana is also an active member of Te Äwhina Marae and is their representative on 
the Motueka High School Board of Trustees.  She has recently had her first ministerial 
appointment – ka rawe! - to the Psychotherapists Board of New Zealand Aotearoa.   

Rachel Taulelei (Kono Board - Independent Director) 

Rachel (one of our former Associate Directors) 
was recently appointed to the Kono Board as an 
Independent Director.  Rachel brings with her a 
wealth of domestic and international experience 
in the fast moving consumer goods industry.  
She lives in Wellington with her husband and 
daughter, and is kept very busy running her 
specialist seafood company Yellow Brick Road 
which works with fishermen and chefs, taking 
those who cook closer to those who catch -  
motivated by provenance, ethics and a desire to 
further the conversation around sustainability.   
Rachel is co-founder of the Wellington City Market, 
and sits on the Wellington Regional Stadium 
Trust, Westpac External Sustainable Business 
Panel, Yeastie Boys craft brewery, and chairs the 
Wellington Culinary Events Trust.

Riria (Missy) Te Kanawa (Associate Director)

Riria (Missy) has been appointed as our 
current Associate Director.  Missy is the 
granddaughter of past Wakatü Board 
member Eva Rickard, and is the first 
Associate Director of Ngäti Koata descent.  
She will spend her first year on the Kono 
Board, and her second year on the Wakatü 
Board. Missy has attended one of our 
internal cultural wänanga, and is making a 
significant contribution to our meetings. 

paenga-whāwhā  |  april 2015

he pitopito kōrero

Wakatū Incorporation  |  Level 2 Wakatū House Montgomery Square Nelson  |  PO Box 440, Nelson 7040
(03) 546 8648  |  info@wakatu.org  |  www.wakatu.org

Mitchell History books  
Volume IV now available!!!
We are excited to advise that John and 
Hilary Mitchell launched Volume IV of 
their Te Tau Ihu o te Waka series on 4 
December 2014.  Volume IV consists 
of 28 biographies of chiefly whänau of 
Ngäti Tama and Te Ätiawa in Nelson-
Marlborough. It ranges from northern 
Taranaki to the Kapiti coast and on 
to Te Tau Ihu, spanning the three or 
four generations in the 19th century. 
As with all families, there are scandals 
and tragedies as well as achievements 
and successes. The universal theme 
is whakapapa – underpinning taua 
and heke, the basis for kainga, and 
the reason for marriages. Within two 
generations of European contact, nearly 
half of the chiefly whänau discussed in 
this volume became extinct as a result 
of infertility and infant mortality.

Volume II documents Te Tau Ihu Mäori 
response to and participation in the 
opportunities offered by European 
Settlement.  Volume III is a collection of 
baptism, marriage, land ownership and 
other records to assist with whakapapa 
and family history.   

Wakatü is proud to be major sponsor 
of these volumes, and to offer you 
the opportunity to purchase Volume 
II, Volume III and Volume IV of these 
outstanding books at COST:

Volume II - $60 (delivered)    
Volume III - $30 (delivered)      
Volume IV – $75 (delivered)

Please send your order details and 
cheques to:  Book Order, Wakatü 
Incorporation, PO Box 440, Nelson 7040.

Volume I is available via the authors, 
hjmitch@xtra.co.nz   Ph (03) 546 6698.

Miriana, Baba Shiv (Professor of Marketing at 
Stanford University) and Jarrod Robinson  
(New Product Development Manager at Kono NZ)

Missy (3rd from left) with Jarrod Buchanan, Kerensa  
Johnston and Johnny McGregor.


